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by Ima. Dyke 

Women always have to struggle to be 
themselves in a society that puts forth 
rigid expetations of how, as women, we 
are supposed to behave. We have to deal 
with rape and abuse as methods of 
keeping .us in line We are censored and 
criticized when we choose to be ind+ 
viduals and operate outside the norm 
And women, lesbians especially, have to 
struggle. Looks and jeers are the least of 
the harassments we receive as we walk 
down the street in our strong street 
clothes and our strong street strut and as 
we look at and touch each other with 
affection But the lesbians’ struggles are 
women’s struggles and we must work 
together to end them 

Ruth Simpson, in her book, From the 
Closet to the Courts, states: “Since our 
Society is built on the man- woman roles 
being kept in balance, which is to say, ouf 
of balance, anything that seems to 
threaten the supervalue placed on 
“manhood” is deemed unacceptable. 
Anything that detracts from our 


February 1983 


societys emphasis on “femininity” 
(such as women operating from any 
power-based autonomy) is immediately 
suspect. And since the socially dero- 
gatory label of“lesbian” is appliedtoany 
woman who seems to function outside 
of femininity; all women, not just 
lesbians, are potentially subject to the 
oppression of women via_ the 
oppression of lesbians.” 

In recent weeks, lesbians, lesbian 
organizations; and women, women’s 
organizations and women’s businesses, 
perceived to be supportive of lesbian 
struggles, have received harassing 
phone calls and notes - in the form of 
repeated hang-ups, verbal threats and 
sexual threats. Quoting from a letter 
written by GALA (Gay and Lesbian 
Activists), “These threats follow the 
recent attacks of at least three lesbians in 
the streets of Northampton - raped 
because they were lesbians!” And in a 


letter from the New Alexandria Lesbian , 


Library, we learn that a lesbian who was 
raped in Northampton received 
a threatening phone call from a male 


| by Sue Fisher 


Since it was formed in 1918, the 
American Friends Service Committee 
has been working to inform people of 
milifary actions that affect the lives of 
every citizen, and what individuals can 
do to create change. 

Frances Crowe is the Western Mass. 
Community Representative of AFSC 
and has beena member for 32 years. She 
has covered issues such as the test ban, 
Vietnam draft counseling, and now the 
nuclear freeze. Presently she’s involved 
in a series of lectures at Smith College 


‘entitled “War and Peace in the Nuclear 


Age” along with a film series at Feast 
and Folly Restaurant on Tuesday nights 
and a series of programs entitled 
“Confronting the Arms Race” which will 
take place at the Unitarian Society, 220 


while she was recovering in the hospital after 
the rape 


informed about these threats. They have 
been given tapes of messages on 
answering machines and notes that have 
been left under doors, But so far nothing 
has been done, none of the callers or 


writers have been identified, no more | 


investigating has been attempted and 
S.LU.N. (Stop Homosexual Unity 
Now), a group that claims responsibility 
for much of the harassment has not 
been uncovered. 

It is evident from conversations I have 
been involved in and have heard about 


second-hand, that the women of the | 
community have mixed feelings. Some { 


think ' that the messages left on 
answering machines and the flyers 
posted by a group identifying them- 


selves as S.H.U.N. are infantile, and feel | 
that these missives are the work of high | 
school-aged people. Some feelaneedto | 


Cont, on page 3 


Volume VY Issue i 


ie Arms Race: 


INTERVIEW WITH FRANCES CROWE 


Harassed 


The Northampton police have been 


Main Street, 7:30 pm, beginning January 
27th. 


Interview with Frances Crowe 

SF: How did this lecture series at Smith 

College come about? 

FC: There is a War and Peace Study 

Program being offered at Hampshire 
College. Smith wanted to do something 
and so they approached me and asked if 
1 would be interested in putting a course 
together. There are 38 people attending 
the class. I want to increase people's 
awareness of the issue and raise their 
consciousness as to what they can do to 


effect change. 
SF: Does the American Friends Service 


Committee network with other groups 
working on the freeze? 
(continued on p. 10) 
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Dear VWV, 

] remember a year ago in a different 
place when | made the decision to 
become a lesbian. How did this come 
about? 

For months I had been involved in 
feminism through reading books 
ranging from Friedan to Dworkin J, like 
others, felt the truth in such statements: 
“Feminism is the theory. Lesbianism is 
the practice’ and “Lesbianism is the 
natural outgrowth of feminist thought” 

Thad been toa women’s dance in Dec. 
And I was moved. And I was changed. 
These women were having such a good 
time! And they were so loving toward 
each other! And they were so sexy! And 
they were so accepting of each other-- 
accepting of those who were “homely” 
or fat according to society's standards, 


accepting of those who “did their own’ 


thing.” Women were dancing in 2’s, 3’s, 
groups and by themselves! They were 
happy! And there was so much love 
flowing between them. J wanted in and 
they opened their arms and hearts and 
asked me to come in. I became a member 
of the lesbian community in this town. I 
became a member of the lesbian 
community the world over. 

But still I was dissatisfied I wanted to 
be “political” There weren't many 
outlets for political lesbians in my town. 
Most of my friends either could care less, 
or else they were “burn-out cases;” they 
were tired of being “politically correct.” 

So I decided to move to Northamp- 
ton. I wanted to be part of this town’s 
active lesbian community. I wanted to 
work for gay rights and women’s rights. I 


was all fired up. I wanted to be a dyke. I 
wanted to explore separatism. I wanted S$ 


to“burn out’ and learn what it is to be 
“politically correct” active, about half of the group go over to 


I want to share some of my Barts after the meeting But I've never 
experiences upon moving to Northamp- _ been invited. 
ag : There’s another woman I like and am 

First of all, trying to find a women’s, acquainted with When I saw her and 
house to move into, I got run-arounds said hello and made some pleasant 
and put-offs. I had to call some places comment, she ee Do I know 
again and again, make appointments a you from somewhere! bas 
week away, have to wait for roommates Other women who suggest I co 
to return from vacations, be interviewed, Ve and see them sometime exchange 
be put on waiting lists. Even temporary phese En ae es mee I call, they 
situations were rare and only for one can't fe o set a oe me en 
night. It took two and one half weeks of So I end up going back to my ho 


living in my van on Cracker Barrel Alley, town whenever possible in order to be 
doling out dimes in pay phones and with friends and have a social life. And, 


oh yes, I finally do have one friend here. 
He’s a gay man | had to give up 
separatism. 


all she could do was nod in my direction. 
he left me sitting alone. 
At GALA meetings where I've been 


using restaurant bathrooms, before | 
found a house to move into. 


Once, when being interviewed as a’ : 
possible roommate by one woman, I To think I used to believe that the only 


asked her if I could take a shower. She Way women could take their rightful 
responded, in effect, “You really push, place in this world was by supporting 
don’t you.” She at least told me how I each other. But I can’t get any support 
could get a UMass. shower. from my sisters here. Sisterhood is dead 
. Soonafter] moved into my new place, im Northampton. Or is it? _ 
I bought a queen-sized futon. I asked my This is not a plea for sympathy. This is 
roommate and a friend if they'd help me 2 plea for political and personal thought 
get it upstairs to my room My roommate Is this the way the women’s community 
responded, “Maybe tomorrow.” Being should act towards a new member? Is 


pretty independent, I dragged it up ‘his the way a woman should act 
myself towards her sister? Is this the way you 


Going to dances has proved to be a- should act towards a possible friend and 
nightmare. I've discovered if you go ally in the fight for human rights? 
alone you might as well be dead Beheeek Deen 
Women you ask to dance either say, De a 
“no” or, in body language, say, “alright, 
I'll do you a favor.” 

At one dance I saw one of my 
roommates with a group of friends. But 


Dear friends, 

We have all witnessed many changes 
and growth in women’s music over the 
past few years. The women's 


~ = = = ~ ~~ ~— = = = > Se ~~ i Ne ee ee ee ee nt te 
i 
@ In light of the current attacks being made on the 
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communities of New England have been 
supportive and have helped me to do 
my job, getting the music out there forall 
to hear. 

I am now moving to the bay area of 
California to do distribution and out- 
reach. | would like to thank all of you for 
your support and kindness over the 
years, it has meant alot to me. Special 
thanks to the Women’s Bookstores, 
Production Companies and Radio 
Shows. I will miss working with all of 

ou 

Merle Bicknell will be taking over my 
responsibilities as distributor. My hope 
is that the mutually supportive and 
respectful relationships will contine to 
grow in the years to come. 

My best wishes to ail 
Sincerely, 
Trish Karlinskt 


Women’s Music Distribution Co. 


Dear VWV, 

“Taking back our bodies, taking back 
our lives..”, a progressive student 
network conference, will be held at the 
Univ. of Penn at the Philadelphia 
campus on March 25, 26 & 27th. 
Registration is $5.00, including housing 
and Sunday breakfast. Rides will be 
offered by the Women’s Issues Team of 
SCERA. 

Workshops and issues to be discussed 


are. Breaking the Trust Violence in 
Personal Relationships; Self-lmage/ 


Self-Destruction; Living & Loving 
Without the AMA; High Anxiety: 
Coping with Stress; Getting & Building 
Womer’s Services on Your Campus; 
The Politics of Reproduction: The Laws 
& Your Body; Self-Determined 
Sexuality; Street-Walkers & Pin-Up 
Girls: Sexual Slavery; Body Coloni 
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Our apologies... : 

..to Catherine D/Amato for running a year-old 
announcement under her photo in our last issue. 
The photo was intended to announce her recent 
appearance at the Iron Horse. 

..to the Northampton Law Collective. We were 
unable to run their column, “Women and the 
Law’, in our December issue for lack of space. The 
column will run bi-monthly until we return to our 


Bd ee Os 
Lee ww. has been wonderful We have received warm | 
: ' oe & } letters of support and several new women joined | 


; were able to print twelve pages rather than th 
| projected eight Thanks to all of you. 


lesbian community here, the importance of a 
women’s newspaper to help facilitate communi 


cation and unity among women in this valley ¢ 
becomes even more apparent And we are more 4 
determined than ever to continue. yy 


At the community meeting, held Nov. 21: at 


UMass, the decision was made to cut back the size 


of the VWV temporarily in order to free up energy 


zation: Race, Class & Reproduction; 
Men: Giving Up Power & Taking 
Responsibility. 


For more information contact Mindy 


or Mimi at 545-0341 days. 
In Sisterhood, 
Mindy Chateauvert 


to look into new sources of income and to recruit (- 


and train new collective members. This was a { 
painful decision to make, but the only other 
alternative seemed to be to fold the paper. The 
response of the community in the past two months 


us in putting together this issue. Because of this we 


There is, however, much work to be done to 


eg 


a@name., Send ideas to 
} VWV, 
“t-0-0-0-0-9-6 
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The Valley Women's Voice 
is really excited about 
Jenny and Viv's new pro-' 
duction company ! Let's 
all help them think up 


DOH OOOOH SO 


POT FCV OHV OOS 


| 


| place us on solid financial ground and allow us to | 
, return to our full sixteen-page format We are Y 
 - especially in need of women with kn ) 
y. all owled 

7 JL fundraising and gtantwritin am 
~ sell advertising (for 20% 
=}, women with writing and editi 


\ 


a a 


0 The VALLEY WOMEN’S VOICE has YOU may have noticed... 
¢ made the decision not to publish home Due to our shortened format, our feature pages, 


‘Mothering and ‘The Lesbian Page’, will not run 
¥ phone numbers unless we have the regularly. We will, however, make every effort to 


¢ specific permission of the person(s)-in- maintain the diversity these pages were designed 
Y volved. to encourage. 


Se ee Se eo” 2 a ee ae ee 


time each month to help wi 
up, or distribution A 
_ those warm letters of 


the rough spots. 


SOD, : 
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| reef ad Lin az LY tticled 
our editoriai committee. Of c ( 

, ourse, we 
looking for women who can spo \ 3 zie 


4etler4, announcement 
and ads it¢- Feb. 23. 


MV, Box 392, N'ton 01061 
Questions? 584-2479 
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More Letters 


Dear Women-- 


Here is my renewal. Thanks to you all 
for putting out the VWV. The November 
issue feels particularly invigorating--the 
cover story is strong the section on 
women's businesses gives Visibility to 
women’s resourcefulness and skills, the 
articles on the struggles for shelters and 
day-care and the Community 
Emergency Fund remind us that it’s up 
to us to care for and insure each others’ 
survival. I know the hard work and 
determination it takes to get out a paper 
like this and want to let you know that it 
is deeply appreciated. 

in sisterhood, 
Adrienne Rich 


Dear VWV, ‘ 

This is a news release concerning death 
threats on the John Brown Anti-Klan 
Committee We thought people in the 
community would want to know about this 
wh ite supremacist activity and hope you will 
8ive serious consideration to printing it 

In the past two months, the John Brown 
AntiKlan Committee has received a 
series of death threats; each followed 
directly after events in solidarity with 
the Black nation’s struggle for human 
rights and independence from U.S. 
colonialism. The first threat came on 
November 9 after a forum that was part 
of a national tour to build support for 
New Afrikan Freedom Fighters. The 
latest calls came two days after John 
Brown organized a picket in support of 
the recent rebellion of the Black 


community in Miami, and against Klan 
and police terror. The picket, held in 


front of the Amherst police station, 
focused on the unity of the Klan and 
police nationally, and pointed in 
particular to the appearance of the Klan 
on Miami streets in the aftermath of the 
rebellion sparked by police murders of 
two Black men. The Klan was there to 
organize support for “white rights’ and. 
police murder of Third World people. 
The threats here are a response to 
John Brown Anti-Klan Committee's 
work against the Klan and the police and 
in support of the Black nation’s resis- 
tance, from the Miami rebellion to the 
building of the Black Liberation Army to 
fight to secure human rights for Black 
people. In this most recent death threat 
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the caller, who identified himself as} 
“John Kiamenski’ (spelling uncertain), 
repeatedly threatened arson and added, 
“Call the police,” then asserted that they 
would “do nothing about it-no way.” 
Here, as in Miami and all over the 
country, the police are major perpe- 


trators of white supremacist violence. Inj’ 


this area, Third World people have long 
waged a militant struggle against police 
violence, making it clear who the police 
are. The Amherst police's brutal attack 


Lesbians 
Cont. from page 1 
withdraw for various reasons. Some feel 
aneed to become more visible. Many are 
sad and many are angry. 

But the fact remains that some of the 
phone calls have been life-threatening 
and three or more lesbians have been 
raped. Yes, each of us must move in 
directions we choose as individuals. 


on three Black women in Russells and each. of us must respect the 
Liquor Store, the state police raids on | differing reactions of our friends and 


Florence Heights’ Puerto 


community, and the Springfield polices P 


brutal attack on Bergen Circle (a Black p 
housing project) last November are just] 
a few examples of how local police carry | 
out a program of racist terror. 


. 


Rican[!’ sisters, But whether or not SHUN. isa 


group of eighteen year-olds or forty 
year-olds, they are, as one of their recent 
letters claims, “dedicated to the eradi- 
cation of gays in the area,” and we need 
to be AWARE that this energy exists. We 
must not allow fear to rule our lives. 
The NALL has addressed this issue of 
fear. “It's my hope that this caller will not 
succeed in the possible violence of 
keeping even one Lesbian from coming 
to the New Alexandria Lesbian Library, 
a space which we claim as ours. We need 
to be aware and watchful but not 


connect with and celebrate our Lesbian 


} lives in Lesbian space.” 


The Valley Women's Voice has also been 
‘threatened in recent calls And though 
the VWV is not a lesbian newspaper, but 


if a women’s newspaper, it too has been 
targeted because it lends support to the 


As John Brown Anti-Klan Committee, |} lesbian community as well as the 


we want to make it clear that not only 
will we not work with the police, but we 


tl 


iY women’scommunity at large. The VWV 
. will continue to welcome any women to 


know the police organize for white [{ do advertising, production, writing and 
supremacy and therefore carry some I; staffing, We will continue to publish We 
responsibility for the attacks on our a will continue to be a forum for poetry, 


chapter. The way we are responding tof] prose, 


graphics, photography and 


hese attacks is to build our local work a journalistic ventures by all area women. 


against white supremacist forces, parti- 
cularly the police, as anti-imperialist 
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Harassed 


Lesbians want their own community, 
a safe women’s community. Some of us 
are building homes in the area. Some of 
us are building careers, families, futures. 
Our community presently offers us a~ 
lesbian library space, a women’s 
bookstore, and a monthly newspaper 
which provides network between the 
various women’s groups and organiza- 
tions in the area. We are faced with the 
task of establishing an economically, 
emotionally, physically viable network 
of services and businesses separate 
from, and in spite of the larger society. 

Individually we may feel helpless. We 
may question the advisability of being 
out of the closet We may question the 
advisability of continuing to support 
women who are different from our- 


‘selves, But collectively, gathering all the 


reactions of many women, we are strong 
as Hell There are thousands of women- 
feminists, activists, lesbians, radicals - 
within a 25-mile radius. We are creating 
a community of a sort that has‘never 
been created before - a community that 
involves mistakes as well as risks. If we 
want to continue as a strong wonderful 
beautiful community of women-ident- 


’ fied women, we need to start thinking of 


ourselves as a group, and to start 
supporting ourselves as part of a group. 

We need to identify these attacks asa 
drain on our energy. We must develop 
creative/intelligent solutions to deal 
with this problem Hopefully, one day, 


_ we will be able to direct our energy, not 


on fending off attacks from the outside, 
but on the real work to be done - ie. 
creating a loving supporting community 
of sisters. 


= 
a 


allies of the Black nation’s struggle for 4 
self-determination and for the national 
land of New Afrika (Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi, Louisiana) and South} 
Carolina). In this community, John j 
Brown Anti-Klan Committee is working 
to stop’ programs like Crimewatch 
which are aimed at organizing white 
people to support the police. If you have 
any information about local white 
supremacist organizing, or want to 
participate in anti-Klan work, call the 
John Brown Anti-Klan Committee at 
584-4569. 
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Variations: The 


by Kim Colfer 


A quintet of Black women singers whose 


music is rooted in the tradition of Blackf 


American unaccompanied choral sirging 
Swect Honey in the Rock returns to 


Northampton for a performance on Sunday, ; 


February 27 at 2 pm in John M. Greene Hall 
at Smith College. If 1500 people attend this 
concert Variations will break even. They are 
looking for donations to offset their projected 
loss. In addition your greatest contribution to 
this concert is fo make a commitment to be 
there. For more information or if you can 
help out give Variations a call at 413-584- 
2637. 


Variations is producing their last 
concert with Sweet Honey in the Rock 
Producers Emily Sherwood and Ruth 
Davidson cite the need for a break anda 
“chance to step back and see how we 
have done’ as the reasons for the 
decision. 

However, anew production company 
is being formed with former Variations 
workers Jenny Hein and Viv as Co- 
producers. Both are experienced with 
women’s music. Hein worked at Mt 
Holyoke before beginning work with 
Variations in 1980 and Viv produced at 
Antioch College in Ohio before en- 
listing with Variations this fall. Varia- 
tions will co-produce a spring concert 
with Hein and Viv and will act as 
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consultants for a second event 
Davidson noted that “Teaching Viv and 
Jenny has been exciting, Both are 
experienced and they have developed a 
good working relationship which is 
important since production is imposs- 
ible to do alone.” Sherwood added, “A 
nice surprise was finding out just how 

much we know. It also seems a good way 
_to end by helping someone else begin.” 


Bertha D. Josephson 

Susan Ritter 

Nancy Shilepsky 

Karen Brandow, 

Office Manager, Paralegal 
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Grand Finale 


1Sherwood believes, “The audience is 


phisticated now, performers 


‘rather than their emotional ties to the 


‘lf women’s community.” She attributes 


‘lIthe change to the women’s movement 
Af and the fact that lesbians are now much 
i nore visible in the community and don’t 

need to gather at concerts for identity 


= Fcatidation Both stress the need for 


women’s music to reach out to the larger 


4 community but still remain feminist 


oti 


Davidson and Sherwood felt that this 


; was an interesting time to be involved in 


women’s music. Name performers like 
Cris Williamson and Holly Near are 
becoming commercially interesting to 
producers other than _ traditional 
women’s music companies, while at the 
same time the women’s community has 
become secure enough not to need to 
see Meg, Cris, and Holly eve ear. 
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MARIE HANSCOM 
OWNER/OPERATOR 


SUPPORT WOMEN 
IN BUSINESS 
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Specializing in the design of posters, ; 
flyers, brochures, stationery, cards, 
for those. offering workshops, 


classes & healing services; for artists, 
collectives and other small enter- 
prises, especially those owned and 
operated by women. 


Fine Offset Printing & Copying 


Hours: Mon.-Fri, 8 &m-5pm;Sat11am- 5 pm 


controlled. 
Davidson pointed out how different 


producing Sweet Honey in the Rock 
feels because she knows that it is the last 


\lf concert she will do for some time and 


that new ways of doing things keep 
occurring to her. She adds that doing 
one or two shows a year without having 
ito hold down another job would be 
j heaven Davidson said, “It’s wonderful 

4 to be going out with Sweet Honey in the 
W) Rock I can’t imagine enjoying any other 
show as much. They are inspiring, they 
represent everything good about 
women’s music” 

Both Davidson and Sherwood can see 
eventual re-involvement in women’s 
music after doing “other stuff for 
awhile” They wish Viv and Jenny the 
best of luck and hope that the 


community will continue to support 
womer-produced music for women 
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by Ellen Perchonock 
The Lunation Cycle 


ee relent pe 

ght sky? As we said last 
month, the lunation cycle-the relation- 
ship between the positions of the Sun 
and Moon in the sky--or phases of the 
moon, is one of the most accessible and 
important cycles that you can easily 
become aware of It reflects the balance 
between yin and yang complementary 
energies: the Sun (yang) - conscious 
purpose of life, vitality, wil-to-be 
creative self-expression; the Moon (yin) 
- the ‘subconscious, instincts and 
intuition, feelings, receptivity, 
nurturing/mothering energy, fertility. 
Saturn (see last month) is another yang 
planet whose energy can also be seen as 
complementary to the moor’s. From this 
perspective, for example, socio-econo- 
mic and political changes involve not the 
placement of women and men into 
imbalanced roles defined by the yang, 
male, patriarchal (saturnian) elements 
of society--in their negative manifes- 
tations of competition, authority, 
aggressiveness, material values, rigidity- 
but rather the integration of “tradition- 
al’ women’s (yin) ways of functioning is 
into our social institutions and cultural, 
patterns, such as: trusting intuition, not 


only logic and ‘certificates’; flexible 
scheduling, to allow for realities of 


children, health, etc, taking astrological 


and other natural cycles into account 
cooperation with colleagues and pool- 
ing (community) resources; ecological 
awareness of the interrelatedness of all 
life systems; valuing spiritual/psycho- 
logical growth more than material 
security. 

Parallel to the lack of feminine values 
being incorporated into current western 
culture is the lack of a moon-based 
astrology to complement our solar one. 


In many other cultures, lunar astrology 


is predominant (e.g, in Hindu astrology 


the moon's position is far more 


important than the sun’s). And of - 


course, reverence for the moon, the 
especially through rites and festivals, is 
an integral part of the Craft of wicca 
(witchcraft) and other systems honoring 
Goddess and other such archetypal 
energies. As suggested in Lacey's 
Lunaception, primitive women’s cycles 
were probably so in tune with the 
moon's that the light of the full moon 
triggered ovulation, and the new moon, 
menstruation. Your sun-moon phase 
(angle) is also the basis of the contro- 
versial astrological birth control 
method: the time at which ovulation 
(fertility, creativity) occurs. 

The lunation cycle begins with the 
new moon, the conjunction (location in 
the same place in the sky) of the sun and 
moon. Like breathing, the basic rhythm 
of life the moon's light waxes and 
wanes, increasing to maximum at full 
moon (opposite the sun), then decreas- 
ing once again until the next new moon. 
The new moon represents conception, 
beginning; insights and ideas arise, 
projects begin. During the first 2 quar- 
ters, these are acted upon, built up until 


_they reach completion, fruition at full 


moon. However, if you've worked at 
cross-purposes to the moon’s energy, 
_you instead reap the rewards of mis- 
guided effort. The full moon represents 
“illumination,” the highest point of 
awareness, the synthesis of opposites. 
The next phases, from full to new, 
represent reflection on the full moon 
experience, assimilating the meaning of 
what was achieved (or not), and 
responding to this by releasing what is 
no longer of value keeping a seed to 
begin the next cycle in a new and better 
way. Traditionally one does not plant, or 


: start any new projects, during the dark 


| eee Rhythms of Life: @ 


Astrological Cycles 


‘of the moon--the 3 days before new 


moon--because they won't bear fruit 
Usually these phases are not so 
obvious in daily life as stated here, but 
over time, you may detect a rhythm in 
your life. For example, if you were born 
at or near the full moon, you may feel 
really alive, creative, mentally and 
emotionally stimulated, full of energy to 
act, at full moon (or just before or after 
it). But if you were born at the quiet of 
the new moon, you may find full moon 
energy too much for you, overwhelm- 
ing and feel off-center. During 
November's full moon in gemini, for 
example, some of you may have felt 
mentally stimulated, writing, talking, 
travelling; others may have felt very - 


bu Carty Caccavo 


Qraonic. 


SO 


restless, unable to sleep; still others, 
tension from sun and moon squaring 
their virgo/pisces planets; whereas 
some people may have been able to 
channel that extra energy input into 
artistic creations. 


Your moon phase 


%12, 7:32 pm, EST/0:32 am, GMT, Feb. 
£13--Chinese/Tibetan New Year : 
D4 


¥ Full Moon in Virgo, 8°12’, (Sun at 8°12" 
Vs Pisces) Feb. 27, 3:58 am, EST. 


form the same angle as they did at your 
birth. To find out the moon’s current 
phase, you can use an _ astrology 
calendar, daily newspaper, or look at the 
sky. To determine your own moon 
phase, you need to find out the natal 
positions of your sun and. moon in 
zodiacal degrees, and determine the 
distance between them. (Contact me for 
help if you wish For an exact moon 
position you need an accurate birth 
time, but you can figure the moon phase 
roughly without one.) As an example, 
my sun at 7 degree gemini and moon at 
17 scorpio gives 160 degrees between 
them, a” gibbous’” moon phase, less than 
2 days before full moon The moon 
moves about 13 degrees/day, new 
moon is 0 degrees; first quarter, 90*; full, 
180*; last quarter, 270*; new, 360* or 0*. 
The most widely used description of 
these phases is Rudhyar's 8 stages (45* 
each) (see his Lunation Cycle) Another 
divides them into 12 phases (30* each) 
corresponding to the 12 signs (e.g, 160” 
gives a “virgo” (150*-180") vibration to 
the person even if she has no virgo 
planet) 

See if you can sense a relationship 
between your monthly emotional/ phy- 
sical cycles, the moon's phases, and your 
natal moon phase. Gradually, as you 
become attuned to them, your activities 
and creative efforts will naturally occur 
at more appropriate (and productive) 
times. 


Ellen Perchonock has been involved with 
astrology since 1967. 


Futon, The All-Cott 
Centuries Old Tradition 


on, Firm, Portable Mattress - A 
That Fits Perfectly Into Your 
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Contemporary Life-Style 
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FUTONS AND OTHER NECESSITIES 


7 Pleasant St, Northampton, 


Ma. (413) 584-2445 
OPEN THURSDAY EVE 'TILS 


239 Wickender SL., Providence, A.l. 


Oe 


Once each month the sun and moon 


BREAKING UP 


Ichange in lesbian lives 


Body work 
Natural 
Health Care 


SESSIONS FOR WOMEN 


BOX 105 
SUNDERLAND, MA. 01375 


= a 


ot 


entilles an 8-wee group for lesbians who are 
in some phase of breaking up with lovers This 
group will allow women to feel their loss, anger 
& grief, enabling an opening for new growth & 
self-fulfillment. We will meet Thurs from 4-5:30 
beginning Feb 24. Estelle 
253-2822 _ tor information. 


Please call 
more 


Gortine | 


JOLLY SMITH 


MUSCULAR RELAXATION 
FOR WOMEN 


ff 


PROFESSIONAL 
RUB DOWNS 


INQUIRE: 
(413) 665-7577 
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February 1983 


She came into my life with abounding 
energy, cosmic connections and words, 
words, words. Angry words, loving 
words, freaking-out words but always 
words which reflected her commitment 


to life, to people, to justice and to 
struggling for what many of us take for 
granted and often try to forget 

Gina leaves behind in my life a spirit of 
her energy, creativity, faith in people 


The 


and love of nature. A_ strength of 
dedication and struggle in creating a 
peaceful world for all. A sadness for Gina 
is no longer with us, to speak her angry 
words, loving words, freaking-out 
words. A sadness as many of her dreams 
and hopes are not yet reality. The 
continuing voice of Gina Sindoni is 
carried through us all Let us speak her 
words. 


Gina, 

drummer 

guitar strummer 
flute playin’ 
song, singin’ 
loud and proud 


oice 
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inciter/insighter 


prose/poetry/ pamphlet and graffiti writer 


poster maker, silence breaker 


-Tarri Hum another mover and shaker 


Gina Sindoni died a few days ago. She 
was found in a bath tub in some man’s 
house. I'm going to miss her, because 
she was many things to me, but most of 
all she was a refreshing change from the 
clones in the community-at-large..... 


womyn lovin, consciousness shovir’ 
witchin’, bitchin’ 
instigatin’, aggravatin’ 


about injustices, and sometimes we 

just weren’t in the mood for that kind of 
talk 

Crazy people don’t know 


how to act in public an injustice righter 


a healer and a fighter. 
She was always yapping about 


the poor and the disabled 

and the mental patients... 

I swear, she could beat a dead drum to 
death. 


She was crazy you know, 


Everyone said so at one time or another. Lesbian Nation Against Imperialism. 


As part of a Catholic memorial service 
for Gina, Dr. Helen Caldicott, founder of 
the Women’s Party for Survival, spoke 
most clearly to the immediacy of Gina’s 
vision: “She understood the eminant 
threat of nuclear bombs to all life. She 
believed in the possibility of a good life 
on Earth. She loved the planet and this 
was really her religion” 


Gina Sindoni, a Taurus born in 1961, 
was murdered January 10, 1983 in 
Haverhill Mass) She moved to the 
Amherst/Northampton area from 
Beverly, Mass. via Cambridge to attend 
Hampshire College. She was a staff- 
person at the Hampshire College 
Women’s Center, a troublemaker and a 
well certified GOOD CITIZEN of the 


She was a white woman from Eastern 
Mass. 

but she talked about Native Americans a 

lot 


But you know what, 

I made one mistake. 

I said to her one day, 

“why don’t you shut-up 

and do something about 

all those folks you talk about.” 
What did I say that for? 

The loose bolt went and 

got the chinese girl 

and they decided to put out 

a publication. 

They wanted it to have 
stuff in it by Jews, Third World People 
white working class women, 
and the disabled. 


Yep, she was crazy. 


She ran away from home when she was 
young, 

said her people were too narrow minded, 
said they didn't know why they were 

poor, 

why they drank so much, 
‘why they blamed the minorities; 

the butler didn’t do it! 


Uh.huh, she was crazy. 
I knew it from the start 
They had the nerve to want 
me to help. 

I told that looney tune 

that I didn’t want nothing 
to do with it and she 
started ranting and raving 
about this and that 

and I knew I'd have 

to either humor her 

or kick her ass so 

I chose the first 


lm black you know, 
we can tell things like that 


Why, I could talk to her 
and she d understand everything I'd say 
No white woman outside of New York 
understands black people... 


new modes of transportation/transformation 


trains that Zip us along noiselessly community bicycles everywhere 
no more automobiles no more petro=culture 


gardens gardens everywhere organic gardens 

on rooftops in the lanes where tne pavement 
rows of lettuce tomatoes beans coz 

paste of apples pears 
a share the work of the gardens 

both womyn and men are gentle and strong 


vegetables growing 
once was 


squasn carrots 


unless they crazy. 


She was in the nut house you know, joyous work nurturing work 


é S the children work and 
said everybody there was crazy ence a ee people work and play are one 
But the loonies ii day I got the news + & rumming circles Spirals 
: ‘ : was going to call her ve music — participator: i 
said the drug pushers in the white coats ae oa He eek No more electronic-culture, pStc, Poems chants drums bells 


silicon-culture 


were crazy, post~scarcity world 


said the programmers were crazy... 
she got out you know. 

She just repeated what they wanted 
her to say, and they let her go. 


there is celebration in the alienating culture 


her fuckin’ ass over here 
and wash my fuckin’ wall she wrote on, 


and I was going to say that we should 
do the stupid publication... 


multiracial many colors lon i 
colorful clothes of many soca a 


no more gray suits 
fon womyn 


Warm Warm solar greenhouses 
many common spaces community ooo 
old people and young disabled ae 


rt hair braided hair dreadlocks 
.patched together woven beaded 
no more uniforms no more crippling stilts 


Windmills solar ponds 


But she’s gone now... community dances sharing 


She was a real fruitloop. 


3 a warehouse ey ; abled no one i 
Why, she said we were all programmed So Fl have to wash freedom of voice feasahe Be hates ee 
just because we'd dress normal the wall myselE.. or terry-fag/straight dichotomy © Ro Lesbian/straigat 


and say “fine’, when someone’ d say, And the rest of us will have 


a. 
no more bombs peo ath“ ocesy se Cory 
“ are : ; tants eople are feq ni M*Y oth! wh” 9 OS 
“How are you? to do the publication without her... Papulations are fed satisfied ae of \ A 


@arn to live in 
many ways of creatin - 
celebrate share 


everyone is an artist 


Because I don’t want her haunting me... 


I think talking without thinking saved °* 
I just want her to rest in peace. 


energy... 


but she was too crazy to be sensible. i * scubptor mek 
y Bye Sindoni. no more war cages cal instruments for everychild 
no more b ater, food, ai 
Why she was so outrageous that erat sen Howtions ass » alr is clean 
she'd’start screaming and fanning her "7 “ ® WaS Ctazy I'd mail this to you. a more rape 


more battery 


A no more patri 
-Nancy Pleasant oe Wo | archy (rule of the 
a 


a d iS . fathers/icings 


arms and stomping around yelling 


/ 


$$$ 
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Gina‘worked with and for People of 

backgrounds. She continuously 
ggled to understand and articulate 
th the differences and Similarities 


ggies and visions for survival, The 
rojects and organizations with which 
Gina was involved include: The 
Women’s Party for Survival the 
Women’s Pentagon Action, Lesbians in 
‘Solidarity with the People of Central 
America and the Carribean, Musicians 
United for Survival and Inter-Commu- 
nication, Punks Against Oppression, the 
Big Mountain Support Committee, On 
Our Own, Food for Free. Gina also did 
shelter work with the homeless and was 
aptimary mover behind the production 
of VOICES: a journal of voices seldom 
heard. 

To Gina, fighting for liberation meant 
speaking out and telling the truth, 
envisioning the absence of oppression, 
inventing strategies and fighting back 
Gina lived on the edge. She continually, 
voiced things that challenged us to re- 
evaluate and clarify the boundaries of 
our political activism. 

Shortly before her death, Gina told a 
friend that she had changed her mind 
about something. She said that she had 
always thought that if a nuclear bomb 
dropped in her back yard, she would not 
want to survive. Her new feeling was 
that she didn’t care how maimed she was 

or how much pain she was in, that she 
would want to go on living as long as she 
had her voice. 


wommon sprouts 

post office propagandists 

plaza cookie pushers 

no sir, this dime wor’ fall into the hands 
of Sun Yung Moon. 

good girls bad girls 

sun beats down 

our long sleeves sweat stained 

to hide the tracks 

of hope. 


bitching smart ass kid 
| tolling up those sleeves 
" and singing till the blood ran dry. 


they stared at her right out that way. 

| the rest of us cringed in light cottons 
So they barely noticed, 

but she didn’t mind 


at least I was bilingual, 
0 when they didn’t come to our party 
[translated apathy. 


and when they were shocked 
translated manners. 


and when all the bricks, the mortor, 
the tools of masonry were defined 
the taught me courage. 
Sue Morse (Sue has known Gina since 
they were both in high school) 


tween oppressions and to link various | 


first meeting: 


“Did you ever think that people 
are in their own little bubbles 
just floating along?...” andsthen 


_ she went off to polish peoples 


bubbles... 


“In times of crisis people 
together, take care of each other” 


I wanted to take care of you. 


unity 


difference 
Kick in the ass/pain in my ass 
“another warrior has left us...” 


“Ginaness” 


“Tear down the walls-they re killing us 
all’ 


I shall be released 
living on the edge 

“A constant reminder...” 
“iconoclast..’* 


“1. a breaker or destroyer of images, 
especially those set up for religious 
veneration. 

2.. One whoattacks cherished beliefs as 
based on error or superstition 


I HATE LILY WHITE RIGHT WING 
‘RICH KIDS 


..Punks Against Oppression 


ACAFUCKIN DEMIA! 


dismantle academia: “Let's blow up 
the financial aid office!” 


“Classist bullshit!” 
Why 


She always asked why and then she 
told you 


Why did someone kill a comrade? 
Why 
ANGER 


raw 


psychobabble 


“Ah C'MON MELISSA you chickenshit!’ 


despair 
vulnerability 
fighting numbness 
alienation 
madness 


the bomb 


Ginaness 


“Where does that woman get off?” 


-Melissa Richmond 


| Gina 


It is clear to us that Gina’s vision and 
voice will be carried on by each of those 
whom Gina touched. That's what's 
important now. Gina's body is at rest. no 
more phone calls at all hours of the 
night and day, no more presence rush- 
ing into the room with thoughts and 
emotions spilling all over the place, no 
more music from her fingers and mouth, 
no more fifteen page letters, no more 
ranting and raving, no more crazy 
laughter, no more freak outs...Gina’s 
physical being is memory now, her spirit 
lives. 

-Shulamit Fischman 
-Ann Hackler 
-Gittemor Segal 


‘These writings were done by friends of 


Gina who have known her since she came to 
Hampshire College in ghe fall of 1981. The 
centerfold was coordinated by the Valley 
Women’s Voice Editorial task force, Lisa 
Groves and Patty McGill The artwork is by 
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by Heather Johnson 
By Design is a Canadian film that is 
supposed to be a comedy abouta lesbian 
couple seeking to have a child. After the 
opening scenes, it is very clear that this 
film is hardly woman-identified. In fact, 
as the movie progresses, it becomes 
more and more apparent that By Design 
is, ironically, homophobic and not very 
humorous. It is a male fantasy which 
ensures that women do need men 
sexually. And it makes ,certain that 
women who don’t appreciate hetero- 
sexual sex are in some way punished. ; 
Helen (Patty Duke Astin) and Angie 
(Sara Botsford) are alesbian couple who. 
run a fashion design business. Helen! 
decides she wants to have a child and | 
the film revolves around her attempts to 
make this happen. The movie is quick-- 
too quick--to eliminate any options for 
her other than heterosexual sex, namely 
adoption and artificial insemination In’ 
one unrealistic scene, Helen and Angie | 
are inquiring at a clinic about artificial 
insemination. They see a man staggering 
out of the sperm bank after having given 
sperm. The donor disgusts them anal 
they decide to abandon the idea. Given 
the alternative, it is unlikely they would} 
dismiss the option so readily. Therefore, 
Helen is forced to consider having sex 
with a man in order to have her baby. | 
The next part of the film covers Helen’s: 


- and Angie’s search for a stud for Helen. 


The man they finally choose is Terry, | 
the photographer for their fashion: 
business. In one of the first scenes of the | 
film, we see Terry goosing one of the 
models in a dressing room; the model 


complains and Terry is called in and’ 
reprimanded by Helen and Angie. He 
explains to them that he just can’t 
control hinself around women’s bodies, 
but Helen and Angie only admonish 
him--they don’t want to fire him because 
he is such a good photographer. At this 
early point in the movie, it is clear that 
the film’s sympathies are with this man 
and with that kind of sexual harassment 
in general. 

Terry's “great’ photographic method 
involves verbally abusing a model-she 
grovels before the camera, humiliated, 
as he hurls insults at her. In the one’ 
instance we witness, his abuse seems to 
make the model (the woman he had 
goosed earlier in the dressing room) 
forget her distaste for him. His abuse 
becomes a sexual turn-on for her and 
they end up sleeping together. But not 
before he has taken a picture of one of 
her breasts to add to his photographic 
collection of single, disembodied breasts 
which covers one wall of his bedroom. 

If this male fantasy, sexual harassment 
and female objectification aren't enough 
so far, Terry is actually attracted to Helen 
because she is so uninterested and aloof. 
His being chosen as her stud is, initially | 
another fantasy come true. 

Thus, the film contrives a situation in 
which a lesbian woman must have a 
sexual encounter with a man like Terry 
in order to have a child. Their sexual: 
encounter is an awkward experience 
which seems more uncomfortable and 
punitive than humorous) We are 
supposed to laugh because they both 
need to look at a Playboy centerfold to: 
get turned on. It turns out to be an: 


OOR DESIG 


endurance test for both of them 

By contrast, Angie has a more enjoy- 
able, if boring heterosexual encounter. 
On the night of Helen’s rendezvous with 
Terry, she gets picked up by a young 
man and she sleeps with him, 
presumably because she is feeling left 
out by Helen. We see beforehand that 
Angie is more comfortable than Helen 
in certain heterosexual settings. When 
she and Helen go to a straight single's 
bar to seek out a possible stud, Helen 
can’t take it and leaves. So, unlike Helen, 
Angie is portrayed as more able to enjoy 
her one night stand; she is more in 
control and treats it like a game, a 
diversion. 

An interesting thing to consider at this 
point is that the only sex scenes we see in 
the film are heterosexual-never do we 
see Angie and Helen making love. In 
fact, they seem to keep each other at 
arm’s length. They say tender words to 
each other but we never see much warm 
affection, and certainly no passion. They 
seem cool and actually uncomfortable 
with each other. Perhaps this is due to 
Patty Duke Astin and Sara Botsford 
being uncomfortable with their roles, 
but it makes their relationship seem 
unbelievable. The one time we see them 
relating sexually to each other, they are 
both in bed with men, but talking to each 
other in order to reach orgasm. They 
both need each other in order to reach a 
sexual climax. This long-distance sex is 
as close as the movie comes to depicting 
their sexual feelings for each other. 

As a result of these sexual encounters 
with men, Helen and Angie both 


become pregnant I imagine we are 
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supposed to find Angie's unplanned 
pregnancy humorous. Helen ends up 
losing her baby near the end of her 
pregnancy--she has a very painful 
miscarriage. Angie does give birth toa 
baby, though, and the story ends happily 
since they both are now able to breast- 
feed the baby. 

At the conclusion, we are supposed to 
feel that all has ended well--Helen and 
Angie have their baby. But why the 
miscarriage in this so-called comedy? 
Surely it is a cruel way to enable both 
women to breastfeed the baby. And why 
does Helen and not Angie lose her 
baby? It is evident in the film that Angie 
and Helen both prefer each other to 
men, but it is Helen who finds absolutely 
no enjoyment in heterosexual sex, not 
even as a game. It is clear that the “right 
man” will not come along and change 
her. I cannot help but think that Helen's 
miscarriage is another example of the 
misogyny and homophobia which 
manifests itself in this film--that it is a 
punishment for her lesbianism and her 
total lack of interest in men. 

Perhaps it is possible to laugh at a few 
isolated comic instances in By Design 
And perhaps it is possible to appreciate 
the fact that a movie has tried to deal 
with a real lesbian concern: how to have 
children without men But taken as a 
whole, By Design is a film which attempts 
to find humor in forcing, a lesbian to. 
have sex with an abusive, chauvinistic 
man. It is hardly a comedy. It is a kind of 
rape. 
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_ by Susan Ritter 


for the Northampton Law Collective 
Recent cases. This column alternates ba 
tween accounts of recent cases, like this 
one, and articles on specific legal topics, 
Suggestions for topics or questions 
about the cases or topics treated in this 
column should be directed to the 
Northampton Law Collective, 586-2904, 
1. Pension Plans and Women. Women 
statistically live longer than men 
Pension plans base both rate of contri- 
bution and rate of payment on this 
statistical difference. Until1978, the City 
of Los Angeles required that women 
contribute more than men. Because the 
amount was deducted from their pay- 
checks, women effectively earned less 
money than men who drew salaries 
comparable to theirs. The U.S. Supreme 
Court in City of Los Angeles v, Manhart 
held this practice to be discriminatory. 
Pension plans now up for review 
before the Supreme Court have em- 
ployees contributing the same, 
amounts, but pay women smaller 
pension checks because they live longer 
statistically and therefore, according to 
statistics, receive the same total amount 
of benefits as the men, who have an 
earlier statistical age of death U.S 
Courts of Appeals in three different 
circuits have reached conflicting results, 
and it is the pension plan of the State of 
Arizona which will be considered by the 


Supreme Court, on the issue of whether 
W Arsecriminates against women. 
2 Womosexuality in Texas. The U.S. 
District Court for the District of 


The state does not have the c 


frteree ompelling 


in regulating homosexual con- 
duct which is necessary to justify vio- 
lation of the right of privacy, although 
the state does havea compelling interest 
in regulating rape, indecent acts in 
public, and sex with minors. 

In addition, the law discriminates 
against homosexuals by making certain 
acts, which are legal when committed 
between men and women, illegal when 
comitted by homosexuals. This is a 
violation of equal protection because 
there is no “rational relationship to 
legitimate-state purposes.” The name of 
the case is Baker v. Wade, and it was 
decided August 17, 1982. 

3. Lost Luggage. If you have ever lost 


Northern Texas has held that a state law | 


which makes private homosexual con- 
duct .a crime is unconstitutional 


AES 
ARS 


your luggage or had it eee while 
flying in the U.S, you know that the 


airlines limit of liability is$750. Starting 
January 1, 1983, that limit will be raised 
to $1000. You must prove the amount of 
your loss and disputes can be resolved 
by the “Bureau of Consumer Protec 
tion” of the Civil Aeronautics Board, or 


4. Christmas and the Constitution. Ina 
case appealed from the U.S. District 
Court for Rhode Island, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the circuit which includes 
Massachusetts (First Circuit) has held 
that where a city owns and uses a 
Christmas nativity scene as part of an 
outdoor municipal Christmas display, 
this practice is in violation of the 
Establishment Clause of the Constitution 


(eoamaee eh 
EES 
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and must be permanently prohibited 
The Establishment Clause is in the first 
Amendment and says that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion...” 

The city had argued that the nativity 
scene has become a largely secularized 
symbol, so that its nature is not primarily 
religious The Court disagreed, stating 
that unlike stars, beils, or trees, which 
may have other meanings, “...a creche is 


more immediately connected to the 
religious import of Christmas because it 
is a direct representation of the full 
Biblical account of the birth of Christ,” 
and that it has a primarily and funda- 
mental religious significance, (Donnelly 
et al v. Lynch et al, November 1982.’ 
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2 Floors Full of Books & Gifts. 


* Beautiful Gift Books for Kids and Adults 
*& Boxed & Individual Cards 

% Over 150 Different Calendars 

* Uplifting Records & Tapes 

* Very Special Gifts 


Gift Certificates Available 


150 Main St 
586-6204 


Thorne’s Market 
Northampton 


160 MAIN ST. 
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NORTHAMPTON 


MADELEINE DUPRE, M.A. 


Counseling and Therapy for Women 


INDIVIDUALS SLIDING FEE SCALE 
COUPLES CALL FOR APPOINTMENT 


GROUPS (413) 586-8127 


—— 
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| {PLEASURE | 
SRROUGHT 
TEWORK | 
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247 MAIN ST., NORTHAMPTON, 586-4235 


t 


We're PLEASANT JOURNEY USED CARS 
the LARGEST selection of pre-1980 Toyotas 


‘in New England 


351 Pleasant St, Northampton 


586-8150 


Mor-Fri 9-6 Sat 10-5 


a TRAn, 


Se & ei 


Largest nh of Natural Fiber 
Recycled Clothing in the Valley $ 


+) 


aeefesharsapseysays A 


3% \ Thornes Market, Northampton & 
ok 
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Chicken, Fish & Vegetarian Dinners 
Served from 5:00-10:00 

Closed Tuesday 
111 Pleasant St, Northampton 586-8387 
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Defense 


It is critical that Gena receive good 


Februaty.4963 ¢ 


CROWE 


away from the real issue at hand I dor’t. 
consider it a high priority subject for me. |S 
I concentrate my efforts on educating |S 


Cont from page 1 
FC; We are in our third year of having a 
national Freeze Convention. The first 
year 300 people attended; the second 
year 600 people and a national cam- 
paign was launched. This is a grassroots 
movement based on door to door 
campaigning. Our numbers are growing 
every day. 
SF: What truth is there to the recent 
statements by the government and the 
news media that the Russians, the KGB 
specifically, are behind the freeze 
movement? How do you counteract 
these statements? 
FC: The KGB has nothing to do with the 
freeze. The people who say such things 
are trying to red-bait us but it isn’t going 
to work Back in the 1930's the cold war 
worked, they convinced us and we were 
scared. Since then the Vietnam War has 
made us a lot more aware and educated 
as to what is really going on. No member 
of AFSC has ever had people on the 
Soviet Peace Council 
SF: What has been the impact of the 
recent resignation of Eugene Rostow, 
director of the U.S. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, on the overall 
arms picture? 
FC: That issue I consider to be a male 
game. They are trying to take attention 


people about the freeze and doing { 
whatever I can to open up more 
possibilities of protest against the build- . |S 
Haverhill, Massachusetts. Gena Spero, 
{who has been accused of the murder, 
says she is innocent and doesr’t know 
who did it She has been arrested and 
charged with first degree murder and is 
J being held without bail Currently she is 


up of nuclear weapons. 


SF: What has been your biggest obstacle 


in accomplishing your goal? 
FC: A combination of many things: 


people's indifference being overwork 
ed, not having the energy to put out. 
fear, and your own feeling of power- 


lessness, 
SF: What has been your biggest gain? 


FC: Getting more people aware and 
involved so that the work load is easier ' 
and we get more accomplished. Being | 
able to drive yourself onward and have 


fun while you work Helping to em- 
power people by educating them 

SF: What's going to happen next? 

FC: In March we are sending people to 
D.C. to lobby as the freeze resolution 
will by introduced into the House then. 
SF: How can the message of so many 
people wanting a freeze be gotten across 


to the president? Who can influence 


him? 

FC: I think the kids of the country will 
get to him A lot of kids are depressed 
about the future. Between the economic 
picture and the threat of a nuclear war 
some feel] that they don’t have anything 
to look forward to in their life. The future 


On Monday January 10, 1983, Gina 


NSindoni, local lesbian activist/ musician, 


was murdered in an apartment in 


under psychiatric observation at Dan- 
vers State Hospital, awaiting a hearing, 
She has pleaded innocent of the charges. 
If convicted, she faces twenty years to 
life imprisonment or the death penalty. 


involuntary incarceration in mental in- 


‘ stitutions. All of these things are her 


‘crimes and are presently being used 
against her. 

CELIA MALALLLLLE ALLELE LTTE LL DOD OE 

is our kids. 

SF: Do you really believe that a freeze 
will happen? 

FC: Every day that there isn’t a nuclear 
accident or attack, we are being spared. 
Weare getting extra time to stop it The 
stakes are very high but I believe that 
there will be a freeze in my lifetime. After 
that I] have a vision beyond the freeze 
where we live in a more cooperative 


Gena Spero is the perfect target fora 
witch-hunt She is a lesbian of color with 
aherstory of drug and alcohol abuse and 


legal counsel, which she currently does 
not have. We are trying to obtain the 
services of Nancy Gertner, the lawyer 
who defended Susan Saxe. If this 1s not 
possible, we will try to retain the best 
possible defense attorney. 

As of now, the Defense Committee 
needs at least one hundred dollars per 
week to carry on our work which in- 
cludes visits to Gena, long distance 
phone calls, supplies for Gena, press 
releases, fundraising, etc This money is 
separate from that which we will be 
raising for the legal fees. We also need 
women to produce fundraising events, 
benefits, etc. 

Please be generous with your re 
sources. All checks should be made out | 
to MEDUSA, P.O. Box 288 Hampshire f | 
College, Amherst, MA 01002. | of 
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society. I think the freeze will help 


change the structure of society into a 
more people oriented one. 

Threat of nuclear war is a global issue. 
Milhons of people around the world have 
demonstrated against nuclear weapons and 
in favor of the freeze When will our 
government and all of those involved hear the' 
demands for safety and life? When will they 
act upon it? Time is running out! 


WE HAVE EXPANDED! | 


Many more coursebooks in stock 
Women, Third World, Development 


| 67 N. Pleasant St, Amherst 253-5432 _. Open M-Sat 10-6 


Buy 
one 
Sundae... 


NORTHAMPTON 
opposite 
Academy of Music 


(OFFER GOOD 


and Economics. ‘Come in and browse.’ 


EAT YOCR 


Food For Thought 
Books 


Get 
one 
Free!! 


AMHERST 
Boltwood Walk 
(off Pleasant) 


FEB. 12-14) 
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TRILLIUM 1 


P. be 2 directory of services 
f by and for women 
$2.50 


Lay 


Box 257 
Sunderland, MA. 01375 


a 
A NATURAL FOODS 
RESTAURANT 


A great way to 
relax and enjoy a 
leisurely lunch in 
the heart of 
downtown. 


thorne’s market 
150 main street 
nonhampton, mass 
open monday thursday 
12.9:30 

fictay & saturday til 40 
584-4832 


The Area's Largest 
Feminist Bookstore 


w Books 
* Records 
% Cards 
* Buttoms 
x Jewelry 
* Journals 
22 Center Street 
Northampton, MA 
413-586-6445 


Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-6 
Friday 10-8, Sat, Sun. 12-5 
Closed Monday 


Women: Be your own boss! 


Work part-time or full Make 
your own hours, 


Products in harmony with 
Nature and good health. 


= 


Juaith R Hait 
Assistant Supervisor 
4 South Main St 
Sunderland, MA 01375 


independe 
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40 week support/ therapy group for 
women concerned with Over-eating/com- 

a pulsive eating will be forming in February. 
Led by an experienced therapist For more 
info: call Mary Aubrey at Health and 
Therapy Associates 253-7038. 


Lesbian Parenting Anthology is soliciting 
kinds of materials intended for publication: 
essays, poems, letters, plays, photographs, 
drawings, etc. Oral tapes will be transcribed. 
This anthology will reflect a diversity of 
experience and a multitude of issues. 
Submissions by Third World and working 

_ class lesbians encouraged. All pieces will be 
published in the language in which they are 
submitted. Send submissions and queries 

_ to; ANTHOLOGY: c/o Jeane Vaugn, 217 

’ Palo Verde Terrace, Santa Cruz, CA. 95060 
Deadline: August 1983. 


TRILLIUM, a directory of services by and 
for women, is now available at the following 
locations: 

Everywoman’s Center at UMass. 

Logos Bookshop, Amherst 
Womonfyre Books, Northampton 
World Eye Book Shop, Greenfield 
or by maitorder for $2.50 from: 


TRILLIUM 
Box 257 
Sunderland, MA. 01375 
This unique directory has __ listings 
including. accountants, hairdressers, 


carpenters, therapists, and many others. You 
can only support women’s business by 
knowing who's in business. 


Variations 


tatty cs | 


Hall is wheelchair accessible, restrooms are not. 


“Fundi: The Story of Ella Baker” a 
revealing documentary film on the lifework 
ofa 79-year-old black woman organizer, will 
be aired nationally on PBS educational 
television stations on February 22 at 10:00 
pm. The film will be followed by a panel 
discussion bringing the civil rights move. 
ment of the 1960's up to the present day. 


Valley Women’s Chorus is welcoming 
new members until February 21. No 
auditions. The chorus meets every Monday7 
~ 9:00 in Annabelle’s, 3rd floor, Thornes 
Market, Northampton. For more info call 
268-3696 or 253-3279. 


An _ International Women’s event 


will be held on March 7th and 8th at the 
University of Massachusetts to celebrate 
International Womer’s Day. The theme 
of the event will be ‘Women and Work’ 

On March 7th there will be a variety of 
films, all free and open to the public 
Also, Schyleen Qualls, a dramatist, will 
perform a dramatic reading of classical 
and contemporary Black Poetry. 

On March 8th there will be a number 
of workshops, including a martial arts 
demonstration. The day will be high 
lighted by Shirley Chisolm and a concert 
by Phoebe Snow in the evening The 
Campus Center concourse will be filled 
with women’s exhibits and women 
vendors, Free childcare, Spanish tran- 
slators and American Sign Language 


interpreters will be provided for the 
events. Info. call 545-0341 


Mast ydewe aad 
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forming a support group for underemployed 
women beginning Tuesday, February 15 
from 7:00 - 9:00 and continuing for eight 
sessions Childcare provided upon request. 


EWC also offers crisis counseling to 
survivors of rape, sexual assault and 
battering, Counseling is confidential and free 
of charge. Call 545-0800. The Third World 
Women’s Program of EWC is compiling a 
directory of resources for Third World 
people in the Valley. If you are interested in 
being listed, contact 545-0883. 


For action alerts on issues of concern to 
women, call Women USA’s 800 number: (800) 
221-4945. 


Womanshelter/Companeras, a shelter in 
Holyoke for abused women and _ their 
children, needs volunteers to work in the 
shelter doing hotline counseling legal 
advocacy and childcare, and to help out with 
fundraising and community education 
Bilingual bicultural volunteers are especially 
needed. Volunteer training will begin in late 
February. Anyone interested in volunteering 
should call 536-1629 as soon as possible. 


_New scripts are being solicited for staged 

readings by AT THE FOOT OF THE 
MOUNTAIN, a_ professional women’s 
theatre of protest, celebration and hope. 
Send two copies of your work and a resume 
to: Broadcloth II, At the Foot of the 
Mountain, 2000 S. 5th St, Minneapolis, MN. 
55454. Deadline: May 15, 1983. 


Sunday, Feb. 27 at 2PM 


JM, Greene Hall , 


Sign language interpreted by Shirley Childress Johnson 


Childcare by reservation only. call 413-584-2637 before ba 


Smith College 
Nerthanapton, MA 


For mare information call 413-584-2637 or 413-545-0892 (TTY). 


Brattleboro; Nin, 


Hampshire County is now open and serving 
individuals who are at least 35 years old, who 
have lost their source of income, and who 
need to enter or reenter the labor market 
DHP provides individual counseling, 
workshops and résource and referral 
services. For information call 584-8313. 


Courses and Workshops: “Introductory 
Astrology.” 12 weeks, beginning March 14 
or 21, "Monday or Wednesday 7:00-9:30, 
Northampton. Sliding scale $4-$6 per class. 
“Advanced Astrology’ bi-weekly in 
Montague (day and time to be arranged). 
Solid background necessary. “Healing with 
Bach Flower Remedies,” March 5, 11-5:30, 
March 6, 12:00-5:00 (place to be arranged). 
Fee: $30. For more information call Ellen 
545-2641 (Tues. Thur, Fri). 


The Road I Took To You: Stories of 
Women and Craziness,a documentary 
about women’s mental health, has received 
an award at the American Film Festival. This 
documentary focuses on the treatment of 
women by the mental health establishment, 
with several women recalling their expert 
ences leading to distress and others discus- 
sing being forced into treatment. The video 
tape is a production of the Elizabeth Stone 
House, an alternative feminist-run mental 
health program for women in Boston. Now 
available for rental Please write Elizabeth 
Stone House P.O. Box 15, Jamaica Plain. MA 
02130, or call 617-522-3417. 


(More announcements P. 12) 


Tickets: S6 low income; $7 general) | 


$9/contributor, under 16, over 60 $4! 

All tickets $1 more at the door. Tickets availatile fram: 

% Amberst: Food for Thougtit. For thie Record (FACES) 
a Springfieldy Alain Music. Greenfield: World Eye Bookstiag, 


Northampton: Womonfyre Books. Country Comion, Platterpus Records: 


Hartlord: Sonya Wetstone Books and Cheese 


- 4 
Mail Order before Feb. 21): send SASE to Varuations, P.O, Box 823, Nonhampton. MA 01061. 
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Leal Miusi¢ Worcester, The Uncommon Reaiden 
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TUESDAY FEBRUARY & 


%& Groat Oecisions Mecting. Discussion cn Lebanan’ ted by 
Waleed Nassifl of tho United Nations, 11:45-1:00, 
Community Room, Chestnut Towers. 10 Chestnut St. Sparing 
field. Free admission. sponcored by World Affairs Council of 
the Connecticut Valtcy. 


% Stopping the Now Right's attack on our rights. Panct 
discussion on tho Family Protection Act, zntrabartion laws. 
and human rights repression. Thornes Market 3rd floar,, 
7:30/ Sponsored by Isis, a reproductive rights group. Contact 
§45-0883 for more information. 


wk Gay and Lesbian Actists {GALA} 1s sponsornng a “for 
whites only workshop to understand and combat personal 
taciem. Separate sections for lesbians and gay men. 
Brawsing Room, Nictson Library. Smith College 7:00 pm. 
Wheelchair accessible, $1.50 donation requested. 


%& Black History Month Lecture - “Tony Brown's Journal,” 
SUB UMass/Amherst8 pm. Sponsored by Afrik-Am. Formora 
infa, call 545-2517. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10 


3 Black History Month Film "Tho Klan- A Logacy of Hate in 
America”, An in depth dagumentary on the changing nature 
of the “new’ Ku Klux Klan. Rm&804 Campus Conter, 
UMASS. 7 p.m. Admission FREE. 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11 


%Lynne Mery! Trio with Bass and Piano. Golden Lemon 
Holyoke, 7:30-11:00. 


%& Valentine's Day Women's Dance with Debby Fier, Alix 
Dobkin and River Lightwomon--don‘t miss this onc! Andrews 
Inn, Bellows Falls, VT. Begins at 9:00 pm 


%*& Black History Month Concert Series: Solos and Duos, 
Donald Shannon Jackson, Cape Cod Lounge UMASS8 p.m. 
For mote info. cati 545-2517 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 12 


% Vatentine’s ski weekend for beginning women cross 
country skiers. Enjay miles of wooded trails, professinnal 
instruction, sauna and more. Dormitory accomadation 
vegetarian meals. For more info write: AW.E, Box E9A, 
Craftsbury Common, VT. 05827; or call (802) 586-2538 
collect 


%& Untearning Racism Workshop: Part 2. Ongoing work for. 
people who have done previous work on racism with Or. Joan 
Lester. 10:30 - 4:30, 94 Gray Street, Amherst Sliding scale’ 


fea For more tnfo and registration contact Joan Lester by, 
February 10.” > 


%*&k Blues at the Blua Wall, J.B. Hutto 8 p.m UMASS, 
sponsored by UPC/DEC for Black History Month. For more 
info. call 545-2892 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 13 


‘KTraining Session for the Freeze Lobby (March 7-8. 
Washington, 0.C.) Unitarian Church, Northampton, 2:00- 
4:00. 


Ellen Mcillwaine. Back by popular demand. tron Horse, 
Northampton. Shows at 7:00 and 10:00, tickets $4. 


MONDAY FEBRUARY 14 


%& Gata Valentine's Ball with Lynne Meryl and Claire Arcnius 
on drums Ocertield inn, 9:00 - 12:30. 


%& Joanne Srackeen, award winning azz pianist tron Horse, 
Northampton. Shows at 7:00 and 10:00, tickets $6. 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY 15 


%& Great Decisions Mecting. Discussion on “Trade and 
Unemployment’ icd by Dr. Kenneth Winatrout 1 1:45-1:00. 
Cammunity Room, Chestnut Towers, 10 Chestnut Street 
Springfield. Free admission. Sponsored by World Affairs 
Council of the Connecticut Valley. 


% New York Hot Trumpet Repertory Company, as part of 
Black History Month, 8 pm. Student Union Ballroom, UMass. 
Admission $3-and $4. For more info. call 545-2517. 


%& Susanne Barkan, Iron Horso, Northampton. 8:00-12:00. 


%& Gay and Lesbian Activists discussion of how we as lesbian 
and gay people can fight racism, ant+semitism, and other 
oppression in our lives. Browsing room, Nielson Library. 
Smith College, 7:00 pm. Wheelchair accessible. $1.50 
donation requested. 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 16 


% Presentation on hypnosis by Gina Ogden, Ph.D. with 
discussion on how hypnosis relates to women and power, 
and with practice for participants. $2 for members of 
NOWCAT, $3 for non-members. 7 - 10 pm in room 805-9, 
Campus Center, UMass. 


% Stress and the Displaced Homemaker. Free workshop 
open to all women35 or olderwho must return to work due to 
a loss of income. People’s Institute, 38 Gothic St, 
Northampton. 10:00 - 12 noon. 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 17 


%& Feminist Lecture Series presents” The Social Construction 
of Women's Sickness,” alecture by Denise Connors. Neilson 
Library Browsing Room, Smith Collage. 7:30 pm. Tickets $3. 


%& Opening of an exhibit of W.E.8. DuBois’ Papers in Augusta 
Savage Gallery, New Africa House, UMass. Part of Black 
History Month. 


"Spear of the Nation: an explanation of South Africa: 
liberation movemonts, its strategic intarnational role, and the 
interests of the Western powers. A salute fo Black History 
Month. (55 minutes} 7 pm, room 101 Campus Center. 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 18 


Xk Lynne Mery! Trio with basa and trombone. Iron Horse, 
Narthampton, 8:30 - 12:30. 


%*& A Women's Celebration! Ant and-Book Fair 4:00 - 6:00, 
Music by Molly Scot 8:00 - 10:30. sleeping accomadations 
available. Wheaton College, Norton, MA For more infor- 
mation, call 617-285-7722 Ext 507. 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 19 


& Patty Larkin - “Where you been?” Iron Horse, North- 
ampton, 8:00 - 12:00. 


& Concert and Dance to benefit Valloy Women's Chorus and 
Pitfalls in Paradise (a fominist satirical revue). Sp.m-1 am. 
Red Barn, Hampshire Colloge, Amherst. Allwomen welcome. 
$2 donation. Picture id. required for liquir purchase. Co 
sponsored by Hampshire College Women's Centr. 


MONDAY FEBRUARY 21 


¥*& Teresa Trull with Barbara Higbie. An inspirational evening 
of energized music. Iron Horse, Northampton. Shows at 7:00 
and 10:00, tickets $6. 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY 22 


% World OQecisions Meeting. Discussion on ‘‘Africa's 
Economic Squeeze” led by Dr. Jeannette Davis- Harris, 11:45 

1:00. 10 Chestnut Street Springfield. Free admission. 
Sponsored by the World Affairs Council of the Connecticu' 
Valley. 


¥ Black History Month Films: “Bundle of Slues” and “Tap 
Dancin’ " SUB Umass., 7 and9 pm, for more info. call 545- 
2517. 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23 


% Confronting the Arms Race. “Technological! Creap and the 
Arms Raco,"’ a dialogue with Allan Krass and Pamela Mack of 


Hampshire College. Unitarian Society, 220 Main St, North 
ampton, 7:30. 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 24 


¥# Black History Month Films: “Now is the Time” and 
“Malcolm X: Struggle for Freedom.” Malcolm X Center, 
UMass. 8 pm Southwest Area. For more info call 545-2517. 


"Breaking Up,” an 8-week group for lasbians who are in 
some phaso of breaking up with a lovar. Meets Thursdays 4 - 
5:30. Call Estelle Gorfine at 253-2822. 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 25 


¥eLynne Meryl Trio with bass and piano. Golden Lemon, 
Holyoke, 7:30 - 11:00. 


+r" Dusk’ Patti O Neal- Dance/Theator Performance. Bowker 
Auditorium, 8 pm UMass. Part of Black History Month. 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 26. 


¥ Clowning Workshop for Women, day long workshop, 10-4 
p.m. at Chrysalis Theatre Loft. $15 - for more info. cail tris 
Bloom at 584-5888 alias Looweez. 


%* Third World Theater Series: “For Better Not for Worse,” a 
drama/Comedy about the struggle in South Afrika, Bowker 


Auditorium, UMass, 8 pm. $2 and $3. Part of Black History 
Month. 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27 


%# Debbie Fish and Diane Sanabria. Great down home folk 


2 
and country tunes. Stecplejack’s Sunderland Center, 7:00 - 
10:00. 


TUESDAY MARCH 1 


%&Great Decisions Meating. Discussion on “Nuclear ° 
Proliferation’ led by the Rev. Konneth Childs, 11:45 - 1:00, 
Community Room, Chestnut Towers, 10 Chestnut St, 
Springfield Free admission. Sponsored by World Affairs 
Council of the Connecticut Valley. 
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*&''Tho (ds of March” Group art exhibition exploring 
wamen’s aspirations and fantasies. Gnosis Gallery, 257 
Orange St. New Haven, CT. Tues-Fri. 12:30- 5:30 thru March 
25. 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 2 


we Acting for Women’--5:30 - 8 p.m, for 8 wecks. Sliding 
scale $60 - $85. Lots of fun and hard work. For more info call 
{ris Bloom at 584-5888. 


*& Margo Piercy, noted author, spaaking on “Feminism and 
the Future’. Sago Hall, Smith Collego 7:30 pm 


THURSDAY MARCH 3 


we America - From Hitler to Reagan’ This film roveals 
Amarica’s top level corporate and banking connactiona with 
fascism for over sixty years. Included is a discussion on 
nuclear weapons. (90 minutes} 7 pm Room 163 Campus 
Center, UMass. Sponsored by tho Commuter Area Govern- 
ment. Admission FREE. 


FRIDAY MARCH 4 


% Lynne Meryl Trio. Golden Lemon, Holyoke. 7:30 - 11:00. 


MONDAY MARCH 7 


xr” Three Sisters” Anton Chekov's Classical play about threo 
young women in Russia This film is dedicated to Inter 
national Women's Week (165 minutes) 7 pm. Room 174 


Campus Centar, UMass. sponsored by tho Commuter Area 
Government Admission FREE. 


TUESDAY MARCH 8 


%* Great Decisions Meeting. Discussion on’ Southeast Asia” 
led by Petor Santos, 11:45 - 1:00, Community Room, 
Chestnut Towers, 10 Chestnut St, Springfield Freo 


admission. Sponsored by World Affairs Council of the 
Connecticut Vallay. 


THURSDAY MARCH 10 


¥ Pink Triangles” A historical examination of gay andlesbian 
oppression from the time of Nazism to the present (35 
minutes) 7 pmroom 174 Campus Center, UMass, sponsored 
by the Commuter Area Government. Admission FREE. 


FRIDAY MARCH 11 


tx Lynno Moryi Trio. Golden Lemon, Holyoke. 7:30 - 11:00. 


TUESDAY MARCH 15 


+* Great Decisions Meeting. Discussion on “Inter-American 
Security” led by Dr. David Leonard, 11:45 - 1:00, Community 
Room, Chestnut Towers, 10 Chestnut St, Springfield Free 
admission. Sponsored by the World Affairs Council of the 
Connecticut Valley. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS, Cont. 


“Women in Academia Past Exper- 
iences and Future Options’, a series of three 
forums sponsored by the Smith Women’s 
Resource Center, begins with a discussion of 
women in the arts. February 9, 7:30 pm, 
Neilson Library Browsing Room, Smith 
College. Subsequent forums in March and- 
April will examine women in economics and 
philosophy. « 


